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Have I not commanded you: Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go. (Joshua 1:9) 

Dear family and friends,  
 
Reading through this newsletter you will quickly find out that some 
news-items are somewhat outdated, due to the fact that we were 
awaiting a decision on our visa renewal (see below) and we did not 
want to send out a newsletter before we had a firm decision on this 
matter. Apart from this we were too busy with the whole application to 
send out a newsletter anyway. Having said this: a number of things 
have happened since our previous newsletter that are worth 
mentioning.......... 

Family extension  
For those who don’t know yet: we are eagerly awaiting the arrival of our 
second child in June. We have had 2 ultrasounds and everything 
appears to be ok for both mum and bub. It is a miracle to see this little 
life growing in Caroline’s belly. Joshua is all exited about the baby and  
has a reasonable understanding of what’s happening. He regularly 
wants to have a look at Caroline’s belly for a “check-up”.  
 

Visa issues  
As mentioned in our previous newsletter we received a request from MAF Australia for Arjan to work for another year as flight 
instructor at Coldstream. Our visa would expire in February 2010 and we therefore needed to apply for a visa extension. 
What appeared to be a straight-forward exercise became a very difficult procedure. We won’t go into too much detail, but in 
broad terms it meant that due to the slow economy Australia has drastically reduced the number of granted visas by 
changing a number of the entry requirements. These changes came into effect exactly in the period of our visa renewal, 
making it very difficult to meet the requirements. Eventually we were running out of options and contacting an immigration 
agent (which is a very costly exercise) appeared to be the only solution. He was able to give us some useful advice and 
eventually after numerous phone calls, emails, a large pile of documents and evidence our visa was granted 7 months after 
the initial application. This was in due time as there is a cut-off date for international flights when you are pregnant and we 
therefor had to define a deadline after which we would have to start packing our gear and leave for Holland (continues on 
page 2) 
 
 
 Joshua’s news  

I am all exited about my new brother or sister that’s on the way, but it 
takes a very long time before it finally arrives. Mummy’s belly is getting 
bigger and bigger and I am getting very impatient: I can’t wait to see 
the baby. 
 
Last week mum and I went to see the docter. I asked him whether I am 
allowed to eat an egg (it looks so tasty when I see mum and dad eating 
one). De docter did run some allery-test again and said that I still have 
an allergic reaction and therefor can not have any egg or egg products 
yet. He also gave me some medication in case I eat something that 
contains egg. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Visa issues  (continues from page 1) 
The last three months were very stressful because of the "fuss" about the visa and the amount of extra work that it brought 
with it. Yet we have seen God at work in this phase. From the beginning of the visa process at different times we were 
reminded of the story of Joshua, the leader of the Israelites who had to conquer Jericho. God instructed Joshua to be "strong 
and courageous" and not be discouraged. Eventually, the people of Israel for six days had to run once a day around the city 
and on the seventh day seven times. This is how we felt about the visa process: the last few weeks before the visa was 
granted were the most difficult of all with all the questions that the Immigration department had. But eventually the walls of 
the immigration department gave way, praise the Lord! Whether Joshua in the biblical story eventually became discouraged 
we do not know, but to be honest with you we have had periods where we were wondering what God's purpose was in all 
this. Perhaps this will be revealed to us later. 
 
We are pleased that we can now complete our assignment here until the end of the academic year (which runs until the end 
of December) and that we can focus on the next step with MAF in calmer waters. Also, we now can prepare ourselves for the 
arrival of the little one in an familiar environment. On the other hand, this means that we will not be able (for the time being) 
to visit our friends and family back home and that was something we were hoping for (because of visa problems), especially 
because one of Arjan’s sisters is getting married in June. We now won’t be able to attend her wedding as Caroline is due in 
that period. 
 
Around the house  
We started our own veggie-garden a couple of months 
ago. One of the reasons was to have some fresh veggies 
readily available, but also to reduce the costs as these 
have gone up dramatically in recent months for fresh 
produce. We have good food from our ‘own’ garden and it 
tastes great. Due to the draught it is not allowed to water 
your garden, but we just save as much of our grey water 
as we can, so we can provide the garden with the much 
needed water supply. As you can see it works! 
 

James and Marcus during mountain-flying with Arjan as passenger 

News from Coldstream  
It has been a while, but we still want to highlight a few events from the past period: December 16th  was an exciting day for all 
instructors as the first student for this year, James, would do his final flight test. For the past two weeks Arjan had been 
working with him to prepare him for this exam. It was a challenge for Arjan too as it meant that he would be assessed as well. 
As an instructor he has to determine whether a student is up to the required standard before sitting he exam. Great was the 
excitement (for both) when James came back from his flight with the examiner and gave the "thumbs-up” signal. The only 
thing still outstanding to wrap-up James training was the introduction to mountain-flying, this is a training exercise in 
conditions that a pilot may encounter in a typical MAF flying program. The last flight of this module is always done by the 
chief flight instructor, but to give Arjan an insight as to what is expected from the students and how he can best prepare them 
for this flight, he came along as a passenger watching how James was putting everything into practice on this challenging 
flight. 

December 18th officially was the end of the academic year, 
but most students, for a number of reasons, have not 
completely finished their training yet. They will stay around 
for a little longer to complete their training next year. At the 
end of the year there was a "farewell service", in which we 
officially said “goodbye and farewell” to the current class 
even though they stay with us for a little while. The hope and 
expectation is that most the students will end up with an 
organization like MAF.  
 
Around Christmas, we enjoyed a couple of weeks holiday 
and on January 18th  the new class started and  9 new 
students, including 3 Dutchies were eager to commence 
their flight training. 
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At the time of writing we are approaching the end of March and 
again we can report that the flight training goes really well. The  
students are very enthusiast and eager to learn. It has been an 
intense period for the instructional team as some instructors 
(for various reasons) were not available to provide flight 
training. Arjan also had the responsible job to provide the daily 
flying training program and to keep track of student progress. 
Since the start fo this year everything has settled down 
somewhat, and all in all, Arjan considers it very rewarding to 
be part of this team! 

The 2009 (top) students (pilots and engineers) and 2010 (bottom) 
students with instructional staff 
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How you can give thanks to the Lord 
and pray  with us: 

 
·  The new life growing in Caroline 
 
·  MAF’s request for us to stay here until 

the end of this year 
 
·  The visa that was granted 
 
·  Please pray for the volunteer work 

Caroline is doing with Dutch-care 
 
·  For the students Arjan is working with 
 
·  For Joshua’s allergy 

�
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We wish you all God’s richest blessing!  
 
With love,  
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